
Australia's Post-2020 Emissions 
Reduction Target 



Australia’s share of global emissions 
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Australia grows, emissions intensity and 
emissions per capita fall 
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Australia is on track to meet and beat our  
2020 target 
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Developed and developing country targets 
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A strong and credible post 2020 target 

• Our post-2020 target will increase from: 
 
– 5 per cent below 2000 levels by 2020, to 

 
– 26 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030, and up to 

28 per cent should circumstances permit.  
 

• Australia will achieve our 2030 target through: 
– Emissions Reduction Fund and Safeguard 

Mechanism  
– National Energy Productivity Plan 
– new measures to improve productivity, reduce 

costs and increase technology 
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Australia’s target compared with other countries 
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Australia’s 2030 target is strong and credible 
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Country Target 

2005 Base, 2030 Target 

Average annual rate 

of decline in absolute 

emissions 

Absolute 
Per 

Capita 
Intensity 

2005 to 

2020 

Target 

Post-2020 

Target 

Australia 
26-28% below 2005 by 

2030 

-26%   

(-28%) 

-50% 

(-52%) 

-64% 

(-65%) 
-0.9% 

-1.6% 

(-1.9%) 

Canada 30% below 2005 by 2030 -30% -44% -57% -1.2% -1.7% 

US 
26-28% below 2005 by 

2025 
-26%* -35%* -52%* -1.2% -2.3% 

Japan 26% below 2013 by 2030 -25% -21% -41% -0.3% -2.5% 

EU 40% below 1990 by 2030 -34% -36% -57% -0.9% -2.8% 

NZ 30% below 2005 by 2030 -30% -44% -61% -1.9% -0.7% 

* The figures are based on the lower bound of the US 2025 target 



Change in emissions per capita 
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Change in emissions per unit of GDP 
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Australia can achieve the 2030 target by improving 
productivity, reducing costs and through technology 
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